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“PROGRESS OF THE 


LEAGUE ASSEMBLY 





HEN Belgium was barred this year 

from presenting itself for re-election 
to a non-permanent seat on the League 
Council, the principle was upheld of ex- 
tending the privilege of Council member- 
ship to as many states as possible in ro- 
tation. Thus Cuba, Finland and Canada 
were elected on September 15 to take the 
places formerly occupied in the Council 
by Belgium, Czechoslovakia and Salvador. 


One of the first acts of the three new 
representatives was to ask for an oppor- 
tunity to hear the arguments of Hungarian 
and Rumanian delegates with respect to 
a dispute upon which the Council was 
about to take action. Hungarian land- 
owners in Transylvania, dispossessed of 
their: estates under Rumania’s agrarian 
laws, claimed heavy indemnities. Ru- 
mania maintained that Hungarian land- 
owners in Transylvania could not claim 
exemption from the laws of the land and 
were entitled to no more indemnity than 
were dispossessed Rumanian landowners 
themselves. A Committee of the Council 
had already considered the dispute and 
presented through Sir Austen Chamber- 
lain a report upholding Rumanian con- 
tentions in the main. The Hungarian 
delegate protested that the dispute was 
one which came under the jurisdiction of 
the Permanent Court of International Jus- 
tice and not under that of the League 
Council. The Council postponed action, 
hoping for a direct settlement by the par- 
ties concerned. 

The Third Committee of the Assembly, 
meanwhile, has continued the patient pur- 
suit of its three-fold object—arbitration, 
security and disarmament. A sub-com- 
mittee has adopted a resolution which 
would commit the League to promoting 
particular or collective agreements for 
arbitration and security, and would lead to 


the apportionment of responsibility among 
member states for upholding Council 
decisions in case of conflict, distributing 
responsibility in such manner that indi- 
vidual states will tend to reduce their 
armaments. The Committee itself adopted 
in substance the Polish proposal forbid- 
ding all member states from entering on 
wars of aggression and binding them to 
observe the principle that pacific means 
must be used for the settlement of any 
international dispute whatsoever. It also 
decided to recommend the calling of an 
early conference on the supervision of the 
private manufacture of arms. 


The Committee drew substantial en- 
couragement last week from M. Briand’s 
suggestion that it work on the assumption 
that next year’s Assembly would adopt a 
new security covenant. Even more en- 
couragement was generated by the under- 
standing which got abroad about the same 
time that Sir Austen Chamberlain would 
not oppose the revival of a security cov- 
enant of the sort referred to by M. Briand 
providing it were not unpalatable to the 
British Dominions in the same sense that 
the Geneva Protocol of 1924 had been un- 
palatable to them. E. P. M. 

Friction in Manchuria 

HE focal point of interest in China 

has recently shifted to Mukden (Man- 
churia) where hostility between the Chin- 
ese and Japanese has provoked open 
conflict. Anti-Japanese agitation which 
has been increasing during the past month 
is generally attributed to the “positive 
policy” in regard to Manchuria which 
Premier Tanaka announced in July at the 
conclusion of the Eastern Conference in 
Tokyo. The Chinese characterize this as 
another “Twenty-One Demands” re- 
phrased. 








=e Page To eee 


Japan protests, however, that she has 
made only four demands: 

(1) Concerning the establishment of a con- 
sulate at Linkiang (Kirin), the hot-bed of the 
anti-Japanese movement. 

(2) The question of the construction of a 
Chinese railway in competition with the South 
Manchuria Railway. 

(3) The question of tariff surtaxes. 

(4) The question of land leases. 
Drawing a line between Manchuria and 

Mongolia and China proper, Premier Tan- 
aka in his speech said: 

“If the disturbances spread to Manchuria 
and Mongolia, and as a result, peace and order 
there are disrupted, thereby menacing our 
special position and rights and interests in 
those regions, we must be determined to defend 
them, no matter whence that menace comes, 
and take proper steps without loss of time in 
order to preserve the regions as lands for 
peaceful habitation and development equally 
to Japanese and foreigners.” 

An increase of friction has brought the 
negotiations between the Japanese Min- 
ister and Chang Tso-lin to a standstill. 
Chang has lost heavily with the Japanese 
in Mukden during 1927 because of the 
illegal taxes he has imposed and the tre- 
mendous depreciation of the local cur- 
rency. (At the same time he prohibits 
the use of any other.) 


Two other interpretations of the trouble 
are that Chang has aroused the populace 
in the hope of forcing Japan to give him 
military support, or that he is seeking 
merely to divert discontent ~~ = 


Dangers in Tariff War 


The French refusal to consider reduc- 
tion of the high tariff duties on American 
manufactured goods or to discuss a new 
commercial treaty with the United States 
except on the basis of complete reciprocity 
has been ariswered unofficially by talk of 
reprisals, or even a tariff war. As we 
go to press Washington has not yet re- 
plied to the French note of September 15. 
Government officials, however, have freely 
pointed out that under Article 317 of the 
Tariff Act, the President is authorized to 
raise the rates established by Congress 
by 50 per cent. 


A tariff war is at best a doubtful ex- 
pedient. In the present case it is by no 
means clear that resort to reprisals would 
hurt French trade more than it would 
American trade. Last year the United 
States exported to France $263,000,000 
worth of American goods while France 
sent us goods valued at $152,000,000. 
Under the present schedules only about 
$10,000,000 worth of American manufac- 
tured articles would be affected during 
the course of a year. If the United States 
raised the rates on French commodities 
50 per cent, France, it is pointed out, 
could apply her maximum rates to nearly 
all of our exports. These rates would 


represent an increase of approximately 
400 per cent over the duties now imposed. 
W. T. S. 
Oil Laws 

EVERAL Latin American countries, 

following the example of Mexico, are 
concerning themselves with oil legislation. 
On September 8 the Argentine House of 
Representatives approved a bill providing 
for government monopoly of oil produc- 
tion. Up to the present the ownership of 
subsoil deposits has been vested in the 
states and the question is now raised 
whether such ownership shall be trans- 
ferred to the Federal Government. Much 
discussion also centers around the issues 
involved in government monopoly of pro- 
duction and distribution. There is strong 
opinion, however, to the effect that the 
opposition encountered is such that the 
bill will not pass the Senate. 


In Peru an attempt was made to pass 
a similar law, but the bill failed to pass 
Congress; and, according to a dispatch 
from Bogota in La Prensa, the Colombian 
Supreme Court declared unconstitutional 
the oil laws passed by the Senate as they 
violated the principle of national owner- 
ship of the subsoil. 

The Mexican oil law controversy has 
been hanging fire since the action taken 
by the Mexican Congress last December 
putting the oil law regulations before the 
Mexican Supreme Court which has not as 
yet handed down a decision as to the con- 
stitutionality of these highly debated regu- 
lations. The appointment of Mr. Dwight 
Morrow as Ambassador to Mexico, just 
announced as we go to press, will doubt- 
less revive discussion of the issue in the 
near future. A. 8. W. 


On the fourth anniversary of the dic- 
tatorship in Spain, September 13, a decree 
was issued convoking a National Assem- 
bly, one of whose first duties it will be to 
draw up a new Constitution to replace 
that suspended in September, 1923. The 
new Assembly will be made up of repre- 
sentatives named by the present govern- 
ment and will simply constitute a “con- 
sulting” body, the supreme legislative 
authority resting in the King. General de 
Rivera hopes that the Assembly may pro- 
vide a means by which he can more ade- 
quately direct the nation and be informed 
of public opinion. 








The dismissal of the Soviet Ambassador 
to Paris, M. Rakovsky, was averted last 
week through the intervention of Foreign 
Minister Briand. Although French con- 
servative opinion, led by M. Sarrault, Min- 
ister of the Interior, is expected to demand 
Rakovsky’s dismissal when the Chamber 
reconvenes, Franco-Russian relations are 
not likely to be broken as a result. 
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